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2018 started on a high note with various awards for Hansa Class UK members at the RYA Sailability Annual 
Conference in February. 
Shortlisted for ‘Team of the year’ were the sailors and hard working volunteers who travelled to Meze in France for 
the 2017 Hansa European Championships. 
‘Volunteer of the year’ was Dave Durston who received the award for his unflagging work with Whitefriars Sailability 
and as Treasurer of HCUK. 
Rory McKinna was the ‘Young Person of the year’ in recognition of his personal sailing achievements and the support 
he gives to other young sailors.     
 

Race Training events again formed a significant part of our program in 2018.The first event was hosted by Chesil 
Sailability for injured ex-servicemen who were to take part in the Invictus Games using various boats including the 
Hansa 303. 
There were also Blue Fleet, (novice), advanced, and general race training events held at Whitefriars, Carsington, 
Rutland and Chesil and several locations in Scotland. After the Blue Fleet training at Whitefriars, 28 sailors competed 
in the Whitefriars TT, a record number. There was an increase in participants, particularly younger sailors, at the 
majority of events in 2018 demonstrating the benefits of our training program. Many of these new sailors would like 
to take part regularly in our racing series, increasing the need for our proposed Race and Training Support Unit to be 
in operation as soon as possible.    
 

Fundraising for the Race and Training Support Unit is proceeding well and we would like to have it up and running for 
the start of the 2019 season but it may take a little longer. Both training and racing events are over subscribed with 
too few boats for the number of sailors wishing to take part and the unit will enable far more disabled sailors to 
enjoy our increasingly popular events. 
 

The safety and care of our volunteers and sailors is an important consideration and all our events are held at RYA 
Sailability sites to ensure that the necessary standards of care and safety are adhered to.  
 

This year we ran a full calendar of events with twelve 1-day TT events, one 2-day GP event and the 3-day National 
Championships. The wonderful long hot summer caused problems on a few occasions with little wind and lots of 
weed but all events were completed successfully thanks to the hard work of the volunteers, particularly at the 
National Championships where the huge pile of weed on the bank was evidence of the strenuous effort they put in 
to keep the race area clear.  
The final event in the English series was the Frensham TT and annual prize giving. Conditions on the day were perfect 
with ideal winds and no weed and provided an excellent end to the season. 
The final Scottish TT was also raced in good conditions although the wind was somewhat variable at times. 
It was necessary to finish the season earlier than usual this year in order for a number of our sailors and volunteers 
to pack their boats into a large storage container for transport to Japan for the Hansa World Championships in 
October where 9 sailors and 14 volunteers forming Team Hansa GB had a fantastic time flying the flag for HCUK and 
Great Britain. The sailors all performed brilliantly with some impressive results, particularly Lindsay Burns who 
brought home the silver medal in the 2.3 fleet.  
 

We have made steady progress this year in relation to targets in our on-going, 4 year strategic plan, particularly in 
relation to training and fundraising. The plan will be reviewed and updated where necessary early in 2019. 
 

We end the year in good shape financially with a comfortable balance in our current account and a reserve fund of 
one years core funding.  
 

Finally as always a huge thank you to all the clubs who host our racing and training events and to all the hard 
working volunteers who put in so much time and effort to give our sailors the opportunity to experience the fun of 
racing.   
 

Signed on behalf of the trustees 
 
Bob Scull   
Chairman 


